The recent elucidation of some of the critical molecular events involved in the maintenance of the neoplastic phenotype has engendered a new realism in cancer research. Not only is there a more unified conceptual base for such hitherto disparate disciplines as cytogenetics, chemical carcinogenesis and viral oncology but the new information suggests novel and in many respects, more rational approaches to treatment. These developments are to be welcomed, not least because they will ultimately make the costly and inefficient screening procedures on which advances in cancer chemotherapy have so largely relied, less empirical and more objective.
